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Report on Rabbinical Thesis of Haim Asa
Entitled
"The History of the Bulgarian Jewish Community
During the Second World War'

Mr. Asa has raised a significant guestion. How did Bulgarian
Jewry manage to escape extermination during World War II? Bulgaria
was a cooperative ally of Nazi Germany, implemented anti-Jewish . SR
measures, yet refrained from the final solution. This anomaly is all
the more striking in view of the fact that the Jews of Thrace and
Macedonia -- territories given to Bulgaria by the Nazis -- were an-
nihilated, How then is one to account for this perplexing phenomenon:
the survival of Bulgarian Jewry, and Bulgarian Jewry alone?

The answers hitherto given have either attributed this miracle
to the intervention by the Bulgarian people on behalf of the Jews or
to the personal benevolence of Czar Boris. Mr. Asa is not satisfied
with these explanations. He offers a more simple and satisfying hypo- ..
thesis. Bulgaria was an anomalous ally of the Nazis; for it did not

~ participate directly in the war. Since its territories were not a

battleground, the need to remove the Jews was not dictated by military
considerations. Thus as long as the Nazis were on the offensive, the
Jews of Bulgaria were spared, because Bulgaria was not in the war. Once
it was evident in 1943 that the Nazis might very well lose the war, the
ruling circles of Bulgaria, with Czar Boris as their spokesman, were
interested in extricating themselves from the consequences of collabora-
tion with Hitler. They thus adopted a policy of delaying the final
solution by continuously assuring the Nazis that they were agreed in
principle but were finding implementation difficult. When the Russian
armies overran Bulgaria in 19U4, Bulgarian Jewry was still alive.

Mr, Asa's hypothesis is buttressed by an array of original docu-
ments that he gathered from all quarters. These documents from Yad

Vashem and the Centre Documentation Juive Contemporaine (along with

those served by the Attorney General of Israel at the Eichmann trial
which arrived too late for use in this thesis) were either mocrofilmed
or photostated through the efforts of Mr. Asa and now form the Bulgarian
Documents Collection of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion in Cincinnati. He uses these documents effectively to support
his case,

Though the bulk of the thesis deals with Bulgarian Jewry during
World War II, a useful chapter is devoted to the history of the Bul-
garian Jewish community.

Mr, Asa has written a valuable thesis, a thesis that gives evi-
dence of his diligence and of his intelligence. It clarifies a pep-
plexing problem, It makes available in the appendices translations of
basic documents., Although the thesis would benefit from a more tightly-
knit presentation and from stylistic polishing it is an important con-
tribution to our understanding of the holocaust by one of the Bulgarian
Jews who anomalously survived,

It is with pleasure that I recommend the acceptance of this thesis.

Ellis Rivkin
Referee
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